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Chaffinch House 

 

Architectural Survey File 

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-

chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National 

Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation 

such as photographs and maps. 

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site 

architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at 

the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft 

versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a 

thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research 

project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment. 

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust. 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST T .,, 
. J'+ 01{ 

2.' 0 o:S1''?t. 

Town of Ea~-ron 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

6NAME 
HISTORIC 

Chafiinch l!ous"'! 
AND/OR COMMON 

0LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

112 South Harrison Street 
CITY. rowN 

Easton _VICINITY OF 

STATE 

'larvlanrt 21 f>Ol 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 

_DISTRICT 

::>;.__BUILDING1S) 

_STRUCTURE 

-SITE 

_OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP 

_PUBLIC 

~PRIVATE 

_BOTH 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 

_IN PROCESS 

-BEING CONSIDERED 

STATUS 

~OCCUPIED 
_UNOCCUPIED 

_WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
_YES RESTRICTED 

_YES UNRESTRICTED 

~NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Warren A. anrl ~ar0aret s. Lunrly 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

\'Pavitt _ VICINITY OF 

IJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC Talbot County Co11rt Ho11se 
STREET & NUMBER 

Washinoton Street 
CITY. TOWN 

Easton 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

FTRST 
COUNTY 

Tfllhot 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PA~K 

_EDUCATIONAL ~PRIVATE RESiDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

__ GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

Telephone #: 

_OTHER 

STATE I Zl.p code 
'larvlancl 2lh52 

Liber #: 471 
Folio #: 02o 

STATE 

Marvland 21601 

-r·own of East-on Survev bv Pa11l Brinkman 
DATE 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN 

~~rvlanrl Historical Trust 

Annap0Ji2 

_FEDERAL K.liTATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

STATE 

~larvlanrl 



B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

~GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

.2.ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

~ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE ___ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Thie:: structure stands on the north ea!':~ corn<>r of Harrison -~ c·r · · · 
"SrookleTt"- ·_-,.,_,J,«,c. Its entrance is in thr we.c::t fa('ade: however. trj c:: 

is a corner buildinr:i which is frontal to both maior streets. 
The main hlock ic:: approxiamatelv square, two-and-a-half stories in 

height with a hipped roof. A round tower, taller than the main house and 
covered bv an octaqonal roof. is fm1nd at the street corner. Pedj~ented 

aables face both streets; each ic:: edqed with deeply molded cornicPc:: and have 
small, three-part windows set below the pedimented qahle which ic:: covered 
with •>'ooden shingles in an imbricated pattern. On the west, Harrison 
Street !=ide .. the window is an oriel, on the south Rrooklets side a rPcessed 
window. A band of wooden ornament 1 textured in a pattern of interlockina 
curvec::; nmc:: '.'lrounrl these two facarles, inclurlin11 hoth smal 1 three-!=irlerl 
.,..; nrlows anrl c::urround i nri the t ow<=>r - where i + is compress eel. Bene<lth 
the band is a pent eave, al!=o covered with imhricC1terl shinqles And u3e'i 
on both major facarles. 

A deep porch, one storv in height runs across the north side ~nd front 
of the building. The main entrance is in the north corner bav of the west 
elevation. A wide fliqht of steps and a perlimenterl ~able with app1ie1 
sunburst desiqn, mark!= the entrance on the porch. ..\ -·avi 1 lion is :1serl 
to emphasize the entrance; it projects s liqht 1 v anrl is topped with n 
nerlimenterl oable infille~ with ?pplied rlecoration. The openina is 
recessed with walls that curve inward as if the exterior skin of the 
buildinri kirl been punctured hv the openinq. The door itself is 9oldf'n 
oak with panelina in the lower half anrl thirtv-five liohts of clear 
alass with beveled erlqes above. Other porch details include heavv 
turned posts ann a railinq with a ae•'.lmetric pattern of woo'len slats. 
To the east is a two-story ell which runs alon9 Rrookle1 t« Avenu~. 

Shelterer! with a aahle roof this portion is less ornamental than the 
front. At the east end is a two-storv porch with neometric railinas. 

Window openinas are positionerl to reflect interior neerls. Gern'!rallv, 
thev are used in pairs in the flat walls anrl threes in hav and oriel 
windows and in the tow,,,.r. One over one sashes predominate, set in frames 
trimmed with wide flat molrlinns. On the first floor front tall window!= 
which reach the floor light the maier room. Also i.n thii;:: facade is a 
whimsi~al kevhol.,, window on the second floor, the element which qives 
the building its name. There is an oculus window in the western aable. 

In plan, the main portion is divided into four quarters. the stair 
and entrance hall occupyino the northwest qua.rlrant and rooms in the other 
three. A narrow central hall runs from west to east, conne~tin~ with the 
rear ell and its service stair. Rooms are enriched with the proiectina 
bavs and tower. Fireplaces are located in the party walls between 
major rooms. 

Novelty siding covers the structure except where decorative shinqles 
or woorlen applique is used. The roof of the tower retains its oriainal 
wooden shingles. The roof is covered with asphalt replacement shingles. 

The structure is well-maintained although nresentlv in need of painting. 
It has been converted into apartments • Rooms are spacious in feelinri, 
and most being corner rooms with manv windows. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

.-'ERIOD 

_PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

_1700-1799 

K._ 1 800- 1 899 

_1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

-ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION 

_AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS 

XARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION 

_ART _ENGINEERING 

_COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

_COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER (SPECIFY! 

SPECIFIC DATES 
T :itf" Nin?+<>entr 
c1 :~<JP!- BUILDER/ARCHITECT '/.J f i I/ bJ·v( 

I ' 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

fhis is hn<=icallv a two-awl-a-half storv sci11are hnilrlinri witt> a rear 
ell. Plastic ele;:ients - nroiectino '>vinrlo'4'S :u1d oahles and a towi:>r - are 11serl 

to f:n-nrer-s interior function" anrl thP ".'f'rPmonial irlea of entr,-.. Hnrizont.<'l.1 
riands of '"f.>'("tnr"' - wp~i-h<>rho.;:,1-.-Jinq anrl shinr,les - as well a!'I the porch 
are use~ !u unifv the composition. \ rlominant 
architectural idea in the late nineteenth centurv was that of volumetrir 
expr<>"'sion. The interior of hui ldir.n-" ••ere seen as a -ompo!'lition of 
volumes, not a series of rooms. And the exterior wall were conceiver! more 
as "skins" coverinn these volumes than as !"tructural element!=: carrvino 
the roof and floors. Thus in this b11ildinn we can clearlv see the interior 
volumes anrl the t?xterio/~s'eems to bf> verv thin - more texture than structure -
enclosinr1 the volumes and holdinn them tonether. 

Victorians lovPr! varietv, irreoularit,·. a picturPsqt1P quaJit,- in thi:>ir 
architP:-+ure: structures like this huildinc~ show th'lt the architect·iri:> '-t 
its he."'t was fancifnJ, it was ~1''" <ieliherate. Its exuberance reflects 
thf'> enerqv, inn~ntiveness, and skill of its builder 3nd desirinF>r. 

Lll7/F20 

Will Record 
I.2.4/F406 
I2.57/F57 
I430/F302 
L4.71/F29 

This house was built by William P. Chaffinch sometime after 1894 when 
he bought lots 26 and 27 from John c. Earle, a part of Earle's sub­
division. At that time, it extended east on Brookletts Avenue 120 feet 
and 126t feet on Harrison Street. The property was devised to Mr. Chaffinch~ 
daughter, Louise Chaffinch Warburton by his will, in 1935. She sold the 
house and lot in 1943 to Mabel Comegys. From Mrs. Comegys estate it 
was bought by Natalie Waldman in 1968 and from her it passed to the present 
owners, Warren and Margaret Lundy in 1973. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
De~ds and Land Records, Talhot Co11ntv Court !lou~e. 

Will Records, Talbot CoWity Court House. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY ___ :..;_·A ____ _ 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE 'ione COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME / TITLE 

"!arsha L. Fritz, Consultant Cynthia B. LudloW', Research Historian 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Historic Easton, Incorporated September 23, 1076 
STREET & NUMBER 

Box 1171 
TELEPHONE '!r. Pa11l Par:;ons. 
301-822-27of President 

CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Easton '.'larvland 21 FiOl 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 

PS• 1108 
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1. STATE 

COUNTY 

TOWN 

STREET NO. 

Maryland T-34 
Talbot 
Easton v1c1N1TY 

Harrison & Brookletts Ave;· NAME 

ORIGINAL OWNER 

HISTORIC A~ERICAN BUILD! NGS SURVEY 

INVENTORY l 
l 

I 
ORIGINAL USE Dwelling 
PRESENT OWN ER 

DATE OR PERIOD Ce 1890 
sTYLE Victorian 
A RCHI TE CT ! 

PRESENT USE Dwelling 
wALL coNsrnucT10N Clapboard 
NO. OF STORIES 3 1/2 

BUILDER 1 
L-----.------

3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE 

4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC no 

This is a characteristic large mansion of the Victorian period. 
At least half a dozen of them exist in Easton, but this one is 
definitely the most elaborate and intricate. The house is approx 
mately 4 bays square with many additions at the rear. From the 
walls protrude oriels, bays, gables and an octagonal tower with 
a tall peaked roof. The roof line is composed of a series of 
irregularly placed gables. All of the windows of the house are 
irregular in size and placement. The clapboard walls are broken 
up by wooden belt courses and by insets of decorative fishscale 
shingles. All around the first floor and along parts of the 
second runs an elaborate verandah with a gabled roof and a 
pierced rail of a very bold design. 

This house is a wonderful and fanciful example of Victorian 
exuberance and ingenuity. It stands as a monument to an inven­
tive and eclectic age. 

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF ~TRUCTURE Endangered 

~ 6. LOCATION MAP (Plan Optional) 

3. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Author, Title, Pages) 

INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, ETC. 

Interior Exterior excellent 

7. PHOTOGRAPH 

9. NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE OF RECORDER 

Paul A. Brinkman 

DA TE OF RECORD 29/8/1967 
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